String Quartet. Itsukushima

Philip Armstrong

Five movements for string quarteft

Itsukushima-jinja is a Shinto shrine built on piers reaching out into
the Onoseto Strait in Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan. It has been devoted
to the worship of goddesses for more than 1400 years. It is designated
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

1. Ichinomiya, shrine of devotion
2. Kami, spiritual essence

3. Kannagara, way of the kami

4. Harae, rites of purification

5. Torii, floating gateway

Composed in 2004/5 in Hiroshima, Japan
First performed on 7 April, 2007 at Aster-Plaza Hall, Hiroshima by
the Crane Quartet.
e Masaaki Tanokura, Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra,
Concertmaster
e Ayano Itoh, ex-Concertmistress of Hiroshima Symphony
e Daisuke Inobe, Principal Viola Player at NHK-Symphony
Orchestra, Tokyo
e Martin Stanzeleit, Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra, Principal
Cellist



String Quartet: Itsukushima

1. Ichinomiya, shrine of devotion

Philip Armstrong
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2: Kami, spiritual essence

Philip Armstrong
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3. Kannagara, way of the kami

Philip Armstrong
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