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Primrose Path

For ensemble of 25 instruments, incorporating ideas from The Greatest Show on Earth by Richard Dawkins as a point of departure

By Philip Armstrong

1. Fantasia of Pollen on the Breeze page 3
2. Sunbird to a Meadow of Flowers 54
3. Boy Digs for Tubers, Bulbs and Corms 72
4. Proboscis to a Tubular Nectary 79
5. Bees to the Violet Blossom 95
6. Boy Peruses the Deep Roots 104
7. Butterfly Shapes the Floral Extravaganza 115

Instrumentation:

e  Flute

e Oboe

e (Clarinet Bb
® Bassoon

e HornF

e I1stTrumpet C

e  2nd Trumpet C

e Trombone

e Tuba

e  Timpani

e Percussion: 2 sus. cymbals, 2 wood blocks (low/hi), 3 tom toms (low/med/hi), snare drum, pedal bass drum, hi hat, triangle, cowbell, tambourine
e Harp

e Keyboard: the choice of synthesised or sampled timbres is at the discretion of the keyboardist/conductor

e Violinl(4)
e Violinll (3)
e Viola(2)

® Violoncello (2)
e  Contrabass

Composed in 2012
Duration approximately 50 minutes



1. Fantasia of Pollen on the Breeze

Philip Armstrong
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3. Boy Digs for Tubers, Bulbs and Corms
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4. Proboscis to a Tubular Nectary
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Allegro (J=114)
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6. Boy Peruses the Deep Roots
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7. Butterfly Shapes the Floral Extravaganza
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