Polyxena

Text and music by Philip Armstrong (2011)

1. A sky of lambent red

for female choir and dancers, with wind & brass octet, or with piano

Dance 1: The captives are led aboard the priests’ ship. They show sorrow at leaving their homeland.

Among them them is the queen (Polyxena's mother) who is grief-stricken at her loss.

Philip Armstrong
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2. The wind is assuaged

7
for female choir and dancers, with wind & brass octet, or with piano
Phaedimus
Dance 2: The calm sea is disturbed by a squall of wind. The voice of a ghost is heard. The captives are shocked that
this otherworld visitant must receive a human sacrifice. Polyxena is stunned when she realises it must be her.
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3. The call from beyond

for female choir and dancers, with wind & brass octet, or with piano
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Dance 3: Polyxena is removed from the grasp of the queen. She steps forward bold and fearless.
She indicates to the priests that she accepts her fate and is willing. She walks bravely to the altar.
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4. Polyxena turns one last time

for female choir and dancers, with wind & brass octet, or with piano

Phaedimus

Dance 4: Polyxena turns to her weeping mother and conveys her determination and pride.

She becomes angry and contemptuous at the queen’s wallowing in despair.
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5. With gladsome mind

for female choir and dancers, with wind & brass octet, or with piano

Phaedimus

Dance 5: Polyxena is sacrificed in sacred ritual.
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