ACT 2 ORPHEUS LAMENTS THE DEATH OF EURYDICE
Prelude Friedrich Nietzsche. Die Geburt der Tragédie aus dem Geiste der Musik [1872]

Scene 1 Orpheus laments the death of Eurydice
Orpheus beklagt den Tod von Eurydice

[Curtain opens to reveal a scene of darkness and misery adorned with symbols
representing tyranny and oppression. Orpheus laments the death of Eurydice while
Aristaeus gloats.]

Orpheus Wretchedness,
Scourge of the heart.

Aristaeus This fellow laments.

Orpheus Eurydice, where are you?
She is gone, gone!
My beloved wife is gone to dust,
To the under-realm.

[Exit Orpheus]

Aristaeus There are no political communities without adversaries.
The primal existential, uncivilised,
Born of the idiosyncratic,
Its innate distinction between identity and negation, friend and enemy.
Is not rational.
The Enlightenment asserted
Political conciliation,
Aesthetic compromise
A Romantic flight unto abstract subjectivity,
Until Versailles revealed liberalism as a travesty.
Counter to the Weimar Republic,
A constitution of legal positivism and value impartiality,
Which could not endure the strains of dispute,
There is a new crown jurist of the Third Reich.

Scene 2 Second dance of the adolescents
Zweiter Tanz der Jugendlichen
Friedrich Hoélderlin. Der Tod des Empedokles [1797-1800]

[Enter dancers: victims of tyranny express grief at the death of Eurydice.]
(Dance of the first group of adolescents)
(Dance of the second group of adolescents)

(First & second groups together)

[Exit dancers]



Scene 3 Apollo chastises Aristaeus
Apollo bestrafen Aristaeus

[Enter Apollo]

Apollo The gods are capricious,
This | know more than all else
Regardless, my son is of mortal blood,
And his bride.
| scorn the Guide in Weimar,
Weimar as guide,
The absolutist precepts,
The supreme dogma,
All-powerful articles of faith,
The unwanted ushered to the cellars,
Disrupters dragged to the woods,
Dissidents hauled to the Buchenwald
Of degenerate rabble,
Of degenerate art,
To the theatre
For munitions,
For Total War!

[Exit Apollo]

Aristaeus We are subsumed by History,
Not by absolutes;
All lessons of the past are come alive.
If once God was above the law of the land,
Now the throne is occupied by the state.
Its sovereignty is without limit,
Not the ethical, the theological, the aesthetic.
The art of its politics is the use of force,
Due process the national poison,
Piety the execution of deceit.
This jurisprudence is not legal,
Not moral, not universal.
It is a particular expression, formed of you and me,
Bound to a historical epoch.
Whether or not it can be deduced from facts,
The law takes precedence.
Its rationality is instrumental.
There is no ordering force
To assert the democratic indulgence.

[Enter chorus of resisters]

Chorus’ Auguste, the flowers weep.
The human and natural realms,
Each the archetypal ideal of itself
An absolute idealism,



Scene 4

Equivalent dramas of purposeful orientation,
Equivalent in their sorrow.

What remains?

Art as a model for nature, for life.
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The muses decry the subjugation of music and poetry

Die Musen prangern die Unterwerfung von Musik und Poesie

[Enter Euterpe & Calliope]

[Calliope imitates the first dance of the adolescents]
[Euterpe imitates the second dance of the adolescents]
[Calliope & Euterpe together]

Euterpe/Calliope (Calliope & Euterpe are arrested from their dance) This will to power,

Aristaeus®

Chorus®

This fertility doctrine,

What is this despotism that follows,
This coercion,

This imposition of fanciful norms.
This suppression of criticism,

This denial of identity

Of the individual?

(Calliope & Euterpe express resistance) Where is the fine music,
The lyric poetry,

Amid this thirst for death?

This aberration of capitalist reason
Requires not this blood lust

But a communicative rationality.

(Aristaeus refutes the muses) It has been said before.
The office of the president must

Counter the mayhem of partisanship.

Only robust authority can arbitrate.

The dictator is not the tyrant

But the means for preserving liberty.
(Aristaeus asserts his efficacy) This jurist alone
Defends the purge,

Asserts the arbitrary power of the Leader.

All justice originates in him;

The exception can never be prescribed in law.
He determines the right and lawful;

He is the ultimate judge;

He asserts the principles of racial supremacy;
He asserts the principles of living space.

(The chorus of resisters seek comprehension) The Principle of Tolerance



Refutes the aesthetic, the a priori pseudo-problem,

Refutes true language,

Asserts commitment

To number, property, intension,

(The chorus of resisters assert the everlasting) Shaped by linguistic framework,
A plurality of ontologies,

The freedom to adapt this system of concepts

Formulated as logical syntax.

[Curtain falls]
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Akt 2 Prelude: Die Geburt der Tragédie aus dem Geiste der Musik (Nietzsche)
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Moderato =80

Akt 2 Szene 1: Orpheus beklagt den Tod von Eurydice

[Curtain opens to reveal a scene of darkness and misery adorned with symbols representing
tyranny and oppression. Orpheus laments the death of Eurydice while Aristaeus gloats.]
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Zweiter Tanz der Jugendlichen
Der Tod des Empedokles [1797-1800]

Akt 2 Szene 2
(Victims of tyranny express grief at the death of Eurydice)

Friedrich Holderlin

96 [Erste Gruppe von Jugendlichen]

Allegro Moderato -
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die Musen prangern die Unterwerfung von Musik und Poesie
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96 [Enter Euterpe & Calliope]

Allegro Moderato
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Euterpe imitates the second dance of the adolescents]
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